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Williamstown dentist and Rotarian, Dr Ronnie Goldberg on behalf of Rotary international, has formally declared war on blood cancers, namely: leukaemias, lymphomas and myelomas. 

The Australian Rotary Health Research fund has helped Dr Goldberg launch his first research project at Peter Mac with a matching grant of $90,000.
 
All Ronnie (who has earned an OAM for his previous community work in Rotary) has to do is to match this grant, dollar for dollar. 
This project began when Ronnie, in a short space of time, had four friends receiving chemotherapy for one of these cancers. It suddenly dawned on him that, "only research will improve the outcomes with reduced side effects." 

And so Friends R 4 was initiated to help match the ARHRF grant. Then Dr Rod Robertson, a popular Frankston dentist, died from the chemo used to treat his leukaemia. Dr Robertson had planned a 4WD adventure around Australia with his best friend, Dr John Allbery. 
Now John will be making the trip alone, raising awareness and funds for Friends R 4 from Rotary clubs along the way. 

He is also organising, with the help of his Rotary Club, Frankston Sunrise, an annual golf day with the 
Perpetual Rod Robertson Trophy. John and his club are planning a yacht day and a horserace - all in the name of Rod.
 
To help Friends R 4 raise $90,000, 14 separate groups of friends have sprung up around Friends R 4 who are either under treatment, in remission, or have had friends who have passed away. 

In four months $40,000 has been raised, so Friends R 4 has decided to widen the battlefront and is planning three more separate three year research projects at the Royal Children’s, Royal Melbourne and another at Peter Mac hospitals to attack these vile diseases from every possible direction.
 
Confidence has been boosted with the support of The Pratt Foundation, Leukaemia Foundation and Cancer Australia.
 
All donations are tax deductible. 
Address donations to: 
Friends R 4 
c/o RC Williamstown 
PO Box 111 
Williamstown 3016
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